When
should I have
portraits taken
of my family?

What happens
when I book a
professional
portrait session?

portraits
by philip kuruvita

Philip Kuruvita Photography - photographing the families of Launceston for over 25 years

What happens when I book a
professional portrait session?

the portrait experience
Because Philip Kuruvita Photography is a small, personal and exclusive studio, right from
the start you’ll be dealing directly with the people who will be photographing you. We
believe this is essential.
From your initial enquiry, whether it be by phone or email, you will be treated with
dedication, warmth and respect. From the time you start your portrait experience you’ll be
consulted at every step by Philip or Vicki who have over 25 years experience in running a
successful photographic studio.

the portrait consultation
The first step in the process is a complimentary portrait consultation. You can sit down
over a hot cup of coffee or a cool drink and Philip can share some ideas with you and
help you plan your photography session.
You will be able to discuss the different options and styles available, ideas on locations,
what to wear, etc. He will also cover the range of products available, the pricing structure
and our client-friendly payment plan so you will have all the information you need. Philip
will then book an appointment for your photo session. Payment of the session fee is
payable when booking.
This consultation is totally obligation free and usually takes about 30 minutes.

the photographic session
The next step is the actual portrait photographic session which usually takes between 60
and 90 minutes.
In consultation with Philip you will have chosen a location for your portrait, whether it
be at your family home, one of Launceston’s beautiful sites or parks or at our studio.
Wherever you have chosen, we aim to make this a fun and delightful experience for
everyone involved. The more relaxed you are about the experience the more natural the
images will be.

the viewing session
This session, where we will view the images taken, is usually scheduled for a couple of
days after the photographic shoot and takes place at our Studio. We will show you a
slideshow of your images and then we will go through, a process of sorting the images
into Yes, No and Maybe folders until we can identify the images that you would like to
have.
Family photographs are among the most precious possessions that we have and we
appreciate that you will want to make the right choices. It is therefore essential that all
decision makers be available for the viewing.
The viewing session can take between one and two hours to view your images and
make your selections. We suggest that you have someone to look after small children
during this time as they find it less than interesting and therefore make it hard for you to
concentrate on your selections. However we understand the constraints under which
parents work, and if this is not possible perhaps you could bring along a favourite game
or toy that will help keep them entertained.

To book a
portrait session Contact us here
today!

payment
Your portrait order is confirmed by payment of 50% deposit at time of ordering, with
the balance to be paid when you pick up your portraits OR take advantage of our clientfriendly payment plan. We accept cash, cheque, Visa and Mastercard

our guarantee
We offer a total satisfaction guarantee with your portrait images or we will reshoot the
session at absolutely no additional charge to you. As our name is on all our work, we
want to see only the best images hanging on your walls for everyone to admire. It’s
your assurance that we will be working as hard as we can to give you the best possible
images.

“Photographers deal in things
which are continually vanishing
and when they have vanished there
is no contrivance on earth which
can make them come back again.”
~ Henri Cartier-Bresson

To book a
portrait session Contact us here
today!

When should
I have professional
photographs taken?

This is not a program .....
It’s simply a guide so that
there are no regrets later.

the benefits are clear...
You will have the chance to visually record your family’s
relationships with each other, noting the subtle and
delicate changes that occur in the progression of life.
You will be investing in art that not only has financial
value, but more importantly, has personal value.
You will bypass the regrets so many have when they
realise the important “growing up” years have quietly
slipped away and there are no portraits to reflect their
family history.
You will be providing a tangible legacy for your children
and your children’s children as each new generation
finds themselves in the faces of the past.

newborn to 4 months
the first year
In the first year, time seems to speed up and slow down
all at the same time. Days roll into one amid late night
feeds, day time sleeps, and an amazing number of nappy
changes. Every day there are ground breaking moments:
the first smile, the first sleeping through the night, first
steps, words, and teeth. Let us capture these moments
that are the initial stages of a journey of a lifetime.

Quiet moments just sitting and watching baby sleep, the delight in their eyes when
they see your face, the amazing strength with which they can grasp you finger.
Beautiful, quiet moments, captured in black and white, which will capture forever
just how tiny this little person was. In years to come, you will look at these images
and shake your head in amazement as you pick up size 13 basketball boots that
are lying around on the bathroom floor.
Capture the closeness and security they feel when being held by Mum and Dad
and marvel at the contrasts in size and texture.
This is a fleeting moment that is passed through all too quickly.

6 months to 9 months

It’s amazing what 6 months can do! No longer the snuggling, helpless baby, at
this age life is lived at full pace - with lots of naps!!
Bright eyes and personality in spades, they have a full time job exploring
the world that surrounds them. Babies at this age don’t exist in the world by
themselves, and Mum or Dad are never far away. We like to show this in our
photography, and sometimes parents are just represented, perhaps just a
protective arm or a helping hand. It is also the perfect opportunity to make
some beautiful, soft impressionistic portraits of Mum and baby together.

12 months

The first year has zipped by, and a cake with a single
candle is the first of many more to come. A moving
target full of energy and personality, with a clear idea
of what they want, and when they want it!
This is the perfect age for a candid environmental
portrait in your home. This gives us the opportunity
to make images that capture them in a time and
place, and in years to come, where ever you end up
living, these images with automatically transport you
back to this special time.

the toddler
This is the stage that parents remember most vividly - for both the good and the bad!
Independence is the key motivating factor. They want to walk by themselves, feed
themselves, and they want to chose their own clothes, and nothing is going to stop them!
Often this stage is complemented by the birth of another sibling into the family, and as the
prospect of pre-school draws closer, you realise that your baby has turned into a toddler.

15 months to 18 months
Never far from Mum or Dad, and still a bit insecure about meeting new people, a toddler
is into everything. The contents of Mum’s purse is never safe, and appears hat they have
mastered all of the TV remotes - something that you still need to come to terms with
yourself! No button is left unpushed and a computer keyboard is the ultimate prize.
Switching between full bravado and snuggling clinginess, at this age, the relationship
between Father and child has been cemented. Whether it is the rough and tumble of
hugs and wrestles, or the giggles of playing private games, Dad’s strong arms are a place
of refuge and safety.

2 years
Two candles on the cake and your toddler starts this stage mature, calm and co-ordinated.
Their understanding of language has developed and they can let you know what they
want. Rituals are starting to develop, and everything stops until you can find their favourite
cup! Any old teddy bear won’t do and you better not leave it at a friends house or you will
be doing a late night dash!
Most of the time they want to please you and are starting to understand concepts like
time and sharing - even if they aren’t that good at it just yet. They are full of emotion and
expression, and they have an opinion which they are not afraid to share with you. Portraits
in the park or at a favourite location, with parents, siblings, cats and dog are ideal at this
age.

3 years
This is the age of make-believe and roleplays and having photographs taken at this stage
will be an adventure.
It can be an unpredictable age, and it is important to come to the photography session
with your mind open to the possibilities. A three year old’s version of how the day should
progress can be very different to an adult’s, and it is important to relax into it so that you
are ready to capitalise on the moments that are presented rather than being fixated on
some pre-conceived outcome.

“Photography is the art of frozen time...
the ability to store emotion and feelings
within a frame”
Unknown

childhood
Both parents and children have to adjust to the influences of school, and it is a bitter
sweet period for the parents as you realise that your child now has a part of their life in
which you are not involved on a daily basis. They are learning new skills and wanting to
use them, and it is much easier for us, as your photographer, to build a relationship and to
capture those special expressions and moments.
At this stage, we ask the parents to take a step back so that the photographer has a
chance to engage with the child in one on one conversation. Once this is happening, all
those emotions and expressions are never far behind.

7 years
Bridging the gap between childhood and the next stage of life - Youth, this
is a sensitive age where strong bonds are formed with siblings. A relationship
portrait that explores these emotions will provide a range of great images, of
the individual children and of their relationships with each other. Any hobbies
or passions such as music or sport can also be included.
It is also a good time to create an up to date family portrait.

5 years
If you have been following our Stages of Life program, it has been two years since your
last visit, and there have been many changes in your child. The very structure of their face
is starting to change as the round baby face gives way to a more angular, grown up look.
They will be losing their baby teeth soon, and their mature willing-to-please demeanour
means that we can attempt one of our classical portrait studies. Less candid and printed
onto our beautiful stretched canvas, this session echoes a tradition of portrait painting
that goes back through the ages. Visit any of the great art galleries of the world and you
will see a whole genre of portraits made at around this time in a person’s life. An artwork
that will be enjoyed for many years to come and which will be handed down as part of the
family history.

The pre-teen years where busy schedules and growth spurts go hand it hand. The
influence of friends is becoming more important and there is a growing sense of
independence, however there is still times when hugs, kisses and praise from Mum or
Dad is all that they want.

the pre-teen

“Capturing moments of today
that will wow your hearts
tomorrow”
Anonymous

10 years
One of the best stages of life! Everything seems to be going okay, they are at peace with
the world and themselves. A good time to be doing environmental portraits at home or
the farm, including their hobbies and interests and perhaps even their best mate.
At this stage again, we will look at both sibling and family portraits as well as a range of
individual studies which will add to the rich history of images that we have produced up
to now.

12 years
The last session of their childhood portraits, Our twelve year old is
about to become a teenager! A gorgeous, happy age where self image is
important. By now they are no stranger to being photographed, and it is
nice to try and involve them in the planning process for the shoot. What
do they want to do, how do they see themselves being photographed.
It is still relatively easy to guide there ideas, but they really appreciate
the fact that most of what we do is seated in the plans that they were
involved in making. It is just as important to included them in the decision
making process after the images have been shot, so that they have a say
in what ends up going on the wall - after all, it is their home too, and they
will be bringing their friends into the house. The last thing we want to do is
to put something on the wall that they will be embarrassed by.

“People come and go in our lives ...
That’s why we have
photographs and memories”
Unknown

Life has become so
busy that very few
photographs are being
made at home anymore,
especially if you discount
the images being made
for Facebook and other
such web communities.
This is the moment when
they are perched ready
to fly off into their own
lives.
University or work is just
around the corner, and
it won’t be long before
they are moving out.
Whether it is just around
the corner or to the other
side of the country, now
is the time to capture
a family portrait and to
stop time still, if only for
just a moment.

the young adult

18+ years
Leaving home and plans for the future are the number one dinner table topics, as parents
try to come to terms with the fact that their baby is now driving and moving through the
world as an adult.
There have been many times recently when you have looked at the very first images we
did, all those years ago. Hard to believe that the tiny baby that you once held in your
hands has turned into this amazing adult full of dreams hopes and aspirations.
Now is a great age to revisit the relationship portraits, to show how those special bonds
between parents and their children have grown into maturity.

16 years
All grown up and driving lessons just around the corner, at sixteen, the world is a
fascinating place that is to be experienced and enjoyed.
Friend networks are important and what Mum and Dad want becomes less important!
Again, getting them involved in the process is a great way to motivate the sixteen year
old. They will definitely have an opinion about how the photography session should
unfold, and how the images should look at the end. By now they have been exposed to
a vast amount of imagery, and they have very definite views on what is good and what is
not.
It is through the portrait sessions that we do for this age group, that we manage to keep
up to date with what is in and what is not.

family
Family portraiture captures a moment in time.
For your family now, and for generations to
come. The images that we take now of you,
your children, your family, will be looked at
and treasured by your grandchildren, and
their children. These images are the links that
they will have to their origins and they will be
so grateful that you took time to make these
records, for you, and for them.

To book a
portrait session Contact us here
today!

pets
They shed hair all over the carpet, they shake water all over you when they are wet, they
drink from the toilet bowl even though you have given them perfectly good, clean water in
their own personalised bowl ... but we wouldn’t be without them in our lives!
Their biggest flaw is that they live their lives 7 times faster than we do.
Capture all those endearing qualities in a series of images that show what it’s like to be a
family that shares it’s home with a dog.

extended families
Why not organise an extended family session, all the
kids, the in-laws and the outlaws, the grand kids, cats
and dogs. What a wonderful way to record your family
with all the joy and enthusiasm that being a family
brings. This is not normally a quiet peaceful session,
rather it is more like a whirlwind that smashes its way
through the day, but then, that’s what families are
like - aren’t they? A great chance to make a number
of the stages of life images in the one session, and
to explore those special bonds that develop within
families.

The nest is empty and you have been left to your own devices! After so many years of
nurturing and looking after the kids, it can feel a bit strange at first, but by all accounts
that feeling goes quickly as you find that your life has suddenly become so busy! Between
visiting the kids, and looking after grandkids, travelling to warmer climates in winter and
seeing the world in summer, you are trying to remember how you ever had the time to go
to work and do all the mundane things that used to fill up your day. Now is the time to
celebrate with our golden years relationship portrait that celebrates a job well done. As
you look at the pictures, you will see those young people who fell in love all those years
ago, changed only on the outside by a life of love and family. The lines on your face a
record of the smiles and experiences, of a lifetime.

the golden oldies

generations
As our families grow up and add the next generations to the
family tree, there are some narrow windows of opportunity to
make images that will stand the test of time. Five generations
of women is a rare family portrait that many families don’t get
a chance to make. Unfortunately it is a lot harder to get five
generations of men together. Even four generations is hard
sometimes, and at any stage during the stages of life program
that we have, we are always delighted to take time to capture a
generations portrait.

pregnancy

couples
A series of images that will show, not just what you look
like, but what it means to be young and totally in love.
Soft relaxed images that show you at this very important
stage of your lives, without the added extras of wedding
day nerves, big dresses and uncomfortable suits! This is
a chance to show who you really are. Our aim is to make
images that your friends will think are a perfect way of
summing up who you are as a couple. If you are both into
skydiving, we should be looking at taking the pictures at
the aerodrome, or even in the sky!! Whatever we need
to do to make great images that will remind you of this
wonderful time in your lives.

Chicken or egg? Start or
finish?
A life in portraits starts
with pregnancy. Those
first images before the
birth day, the obvious
bond between mother
and her unborn child,
for the mothers a time of
expectation, and wonder
(once the morning
sickness has settled
down) and a chance to
reflect on the hopes and
aspirations that you have
for your child.
Pregnancy is a time of
bloom and women can
be at their most radiant
and vital. A soft, gentle
relationship portrait with
your partner and your
unborn child will be an
heirloom that will bring all
those feelings back in a
rush.

Procrastinating is so easy to do,
but just remember
time never stops,
kids never stop growing up
and elderly parents never stop growing older.
Don’t let those years go by.
To book a
portrait session Contact us here
today!
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